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Jainisip» has two major ancient sub-traditions, oy
smaller sub-traditions that emerged in th.e 2nd mitle :
Svetambaras have different views on ascetic practices, g€

S S | i ains residing
Jainism has between four and five million followers, with most J ing

in India. Outside India, some of the largest Jain con.lmumt:f.s are present
ingl%m_ia.m_m M@Mﬂms_@mm;ﬂﬂ?&%
States. Major Jain festivals include Paryushana and Daslakshana, Mahavir “ayantl,
and Diwali.
BELIEFS AND PHILOSOPHY .
The dravya in Jainism are fundamental entities, called astikaya (literally, “collection that
exists”) They are believed to be eternal, and the ontologica Ibuilding blocks that constitute
and explain all existence, whether perceived or not. .
According to the Svetambara tradition of Jainism, there are five eternal substances @
existence: Soul (jiva), Matter (pudgala), Space (akasha), motion (Dharma) and rest
(Adharma)To this list of five, the Digambara Jain tradition adds “Time” (kala) as the sixth
eternal substance. In both traditions, the substance of space is conceptualized as “world
space” (lokakasha) and “non-world space” (alokiakasha). Further, both soul and matter
are considered as active ontological substances, while the rest are inactive.Another
categorization found in Jain philosophy is jiva and gjiva, the latter being all dravya that is
not jiva.
Jiva means soul in Jainism, and is also called Jivatman. It is a core concept and the
fundamental focus of the Jain theology . The soul is believed to be eternal, and a substance
that undergoes constant modifications, in every life, after every rebirth of a living being.
Ajiva consists of everything other than jiva Life processes such as breath, means of
knowledge such as language, all emotional and biological experiences such as pleasure q
pain are all believed in Jainism to be made of pudgala (matter). These interact with fatfva o
reality to create, bind, destroy or unbind karma particles to the soul. ;
Tattva connotes “Reality, Truth” in Jain philosophy, and is the framework for salvation
According to Digambara Jains, there are seven tattvas, while Svetambaras believe in ning
tattvas ; ,
. The sentient (jiva, squl)
- The insentient (aji -
- The karmic influx (4srava) to the soul _
. Good karma (punya, merits), found in the tattva theory of Svetambars
Digambaras
. Bad karma (pap#, fiégiatives), found in the fattva theory of Svets
Digambaras ' .
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the mbst learned men of his time. His works and lik:s .:; assa:zm;h:;‘:‘;‘;lgﬁ I
to a tendency, which bore ample fruit in later days. He W 1 Aol
also one of the finest literary figures of the early medm‘ral p€f10d- :
personality was Dhanafijaya (Digambara), probably flourished in the eight century CE.
was the author of the Raghava-pan
aviyaor Dvisandhana, e epic in cighteen cantos. Dhanafijaya was probably nota
monk but a Digambara layman. Various poets including the famous Rajasekhara who
flourished around 900 CE have praised his work.

The two great Digambara literary luminaries of the tenth century CE were Pushpadanta and
SomadevaSiisi. The celebrated Pushpadanta is the author of the following three onks
Tisatthimahapurisagunalankaru, Nayakumarachuriyuand Jasaharachariyu, all of which
are written in ApabhraAsa. Pushpadanta was undoubtedly the greatest poet of the ApabhraAsa

- language. The greatest Jaina scholar of twelfth century CE was the famous H
(CE 1088-1172) who belongs to Svetambara School. He was a celebrated poet,
and historian. He is the author of various works —scientific, historical and literary. Hc.
wrote Kumarapala-charitaor Dvyasraya-Kavyain honour of his patron Chalukya king 1, .

AGhilava _

a, Kumarapala. This work is into two languages, partly in Sanskrit and partly in Prakrit. Hi
work named Parisishtaparvanin Sanskrit is a work of immense historical value.
BUDDHIST LITERATURE | -
A Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang’s account gives us reliable information about the
of Buddhism in Indian in the seventh century CE. In Kashmir, he was receivex
honour by the king who gave him twenty PaG 4
itas to make copies of Buddhist work besides a few monks to help him in.
The most important Buddhist monastic centers in the early medieval peris
in Kashmir, Bihar, Bengal, which were the great centers of literary activit
the oldest and had attained worldwide fame by the seventh century CE
works of Buddhist were burnt in the library of Nalanda, which might
construct the history of India and Buddhism. The monastery of Vil
Dharampala was the greatest institution of the age and surpassed Nal
texts were composeddlmqgﬂ:us period, which showed that T
part of Buddhist. Many Buddhist scholars adopted the Sanskr
The Tathagata-guhyaka, which probably belonged to the
Mahayana teachings mingled with elements of Tantricisn
CE) founded a new critical school of Buddhist philosof
logic. His work named the Nyayapravesais a monume
déseribed one of foremost figures in the history GFHK
Hinayani but later became a devotee of Mahayanism. He i







- (14)"Both had three main religious texts. Tripitaka, i.e. Vinaypitak, Suttapitaka
Abidhammapitak were the three religious texts of Buddhism, where asAngai.e, Anga, U

and Mulgrajitha were those of the Jainism.

Dis-similarities :

(I)Difference regarding conception Moksha :

According to Buddhism, a man attains Moksha when he ends all the desires and can attain it

while living in the world. But according, to Jainism Moksha is freedom from miseries and

can be attained only after death.

(2)Means of attainment of Moksha:
According to Buddhist Sangha is proper for attainment of Moksha and they hate self-

mortifications and severe penances. Jainism believes in fasts and severest penances.
Though both emphasise the principle of Ahimsa, yet Jainism is more strict in this connectl%

Buddhists do not believe in the existence of soul whereas J ainism believes the existence

of soul in every living being.
(5)Regarding Conduct:
Buddhism emphasises the eight noble paths whereas Jainism emphasises Tri Ratna.

(6)Language of Religious texts :
Most of the Jain texts are in Sanskrit and Prakrit whereas Buddhist text are in Pali.

(7) Their connection with Hinduism : Jain religion is nearer to Hinduism whereas Buddhism
followed the policy of keeping away from Hinduism.

(8)Caste system :
Jains opposed it but Buddhism opposed and attacked vehemently.

(9)Royal support and patronage : '
Buddhism received the royal support and patronage of kings like Ashoka and
Jainism could never receive strong royal support and Patronage.

(10)Propagation : i
Buddhism spread to foreign countries whereas Jainism did not travel outside the be
of India. B g .-

1) Tounderstand the edycational philosophy of Buddhism and Jainism.
2)  Toidentify the distant features of Buddhism and Jainism.. .
3)  Tounderstand about the contribution of Buddhism and Jainism in Li
4)  To be familiar with the most important sources and developmental stag
Jain philosophy of non-violence, the principal issues of and leg

iwithin the Jain tradition and their practical implivations
i non-violence as a way of life. it -
practice of non-vi away hf‘ e O






