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14. Constitutionalism in India

Dr. Manish B. Sonawane
Head of Department, of Political Science MSG College, Malegaon, District- f'l::',lnl:,‘

Introduction
Today marks the 70th anniversary of the Indian Constitution. In these seventy years,
India has faced many challenges, faced many crises, but the ingtitutional structure of the political
system built by the Indian Constitution remaing intac( today. Has succeeded in maintaining it o
this day. India has managed to maintain its faith in democratic values with maintaining itz
economic growth rate while battling rival neighbours like Pakistan and China, India is the larges
democracy in the world. Europe and many countries in the world have as many voters, Bul the
same number or more of the election stalf carry out the election process in India every live years,
What did the Indian Conslitution give you? Before thinking about this, every Indian should alsc
think about the social and political situation in the country before the constitution came inty
existence. With what political values was our state system working?
Research Methodology
The library method has been used (or the present research article, The articles, thesis and
books on constitutional amendment and constitutional process has been used as 4 reference lor
other wrilings.
Hypothesis
I. This research paper reviews the development of the posi-independence constitution,
2. This paper also consider the challenges lacing the constitution
3. ltalso describe the strengths of the constitution as well as the constitutional [ramework,
Prior to the enactritent of the Constitution, India faced various difficulties. 1t was the first
duty of the State Consitution to grant political rights in a situation where the society wag
suflering from thousands of years of unjust tyranny of Mughals and other dynastics. Apart from
this. India had to be given a definite economic program by the Constitution as the Indian
economy was in a complele disintegration during the state of Brilish rule. The constitution was
drafted by the Indian legislators against the backdrop of culturally divided caste and religion. In
the cighteenth century, the newly independent countries made their own constitutions, In many
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Asian and Afvican countries, the locils had Togs shire i mmbang constiiations, bt e 4
Tdia wis differont, I Indi e Thhly educated soung gemeeation. inspred by o s, 1200
on the responsibility ol deanttng Qe congOution aod i wns Gormploted,

‘Tho Britigh rulo in i gave ot (o the modem poliieal syater i otz Tos 1z
passed by the British Gom tme (o tme sad Qe implamsntation ook shage i the Sadiz
political syston, hmportant were the Morloy Minto Ammendmsnt AL G5 1907, the Crelmslot fo
of 1919 and the tndian Adminigtiation Act of 1935, Aler Sndependence, the respsitbility o
giving an indepondent conatitution 1o din Toll on the political leadership, Then the Congrass
and Gandhi put aside their political differences, piving fistices (o the role and sty of fobzeaied,
Ambedkar. 1t provided an important opportunity 1o Babusabclh i the process of cueiiiution

s the
| 340

making. Since the focus of Babasahoh's thought is on the exploited and deprivesd fndiaas,

(hh 17

rights of these groups aro naturally teflected in the tdian Constitution, In the various discssaioms

AT CHre

and debates that took place on the occasion of (e dealting of the Congtitution, Babasabet czureied

s ',~'//",/‘ the

out all the work of the Houge with his cormmunication skills and ingenuity and also 2 the
questions of the esteemed members in o humorous manner. Considering the prosisions of the
Constitution. basic structure, fundamental vights, pahimmentary system of government, zdul
suflrage. we can casily see (he influence of Babasaheb. In his rescarch, Babasariel shoved the
world that democracy was not only based on British rule in Indva But also before the areival of
the British. He clarified that the democracy exists in India in gmall civil states live YV ashali
Flexibility of Constitution

The constitution makers have also (ricd (o stiibe a balance betwesn the parliament z0d the
Judiciary. The judiciary is tasked with upholding constitutional values, while pariament ceshs 1
meel the objectives sot by the consbtution. In (he post-independence period when the cenmes!
government tried (o reform the Tand  through the amendment, the rght 16 property was z
fundamental right and there were difficultis in nmending it Land relonm was one of (he mn
important issues facing the Indian political svatem The constitistion was rectified snd the 9t
appendin was born out of 1. From time 10 tme the authorities used this 9tk appendix in
implementing welfare policies becanse the law enacted in this appendix was far from judicial
review, InIndia. anything stares well but ends badly, As of 2017, more than 100 1z64 hasve been

C e . ol 2 : ;
onvemently included in the Ninth Schedale by vartiows governments
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Apart from the creaton of hinguistic provinces and the merver of new WCrmtones i
Indian termtorny. the role of the Constitunion i these ssues has certamly been Nesible From tme
to time. the Consttution has been a vreat help 1o the progressives i implementing provressive
decistons hike nationalization of banks and ban on wages of the colonists

Our country s very diverse Inthis fragmented countrs sath different castes. reheions
lancuages. dialects, diet, dress. manners and worship are also diTerent Potaioes are also coobed
in three hundred different wavs 1n the country Despite many shoching customs and tradition:.
they are stll popular today In such a country, despite the gradual diversiy o a single consthitution
has survived for 70 vears Democratic system of government has been adopted n India’s
nerghbounng countries. However. 1t has not become popular We are expeniencing political

. mstability than neighbouring St Lanka Pakistan. Bangladesh and Nepal

Peoples Faith on Constitution

It 1s also true that no matter how popular a pohitical leader or politcal party 15,0t has not
vet been able (o touch the basie structure of the Constitution in India While Indira Gandhr was ot
the peak of her populanty. Gandhi made the 42nd Amendment  Ths amendment wis
challenging n terms of the Constitution The 42nd Amendment 15 also known as the N
Constitution because of the many amendments made to 1t However. i 1979, Indira Gandhr had
lo face a big defeat in loksabha electon The defeat of the Congress was a shock not onby 1o
India but also 1o Western pohitical analysts

Mr Atalbihan Vagpaee was also at the peak of s populants after the Karal war an
1999 He had succeeded in accelerating the new econonie policies mitated by Manmohan Simeh

throueh Shing India The allezation asmnst Vagpas ee led 1o 0 shockimy defeat for the BIp

Opposition and social mosvements al the time had accused the vovernment of omitiing the basic
. values of the constitunion through the Constitution Restructunne: Comniission
Challenges ahead of Constifutionalism .

Although the Indian Constitution has succeeded i embracing the soao-pohncal and
cconomie transition 1n sevents vears. the Constitution has some challenges ahead  According 1o
the Greek philosopher Aristotle. " the constitution is a system in which the citizens who are
part of the state are regulated in relation to each other.™ The prmciple of secularism has
heen adopted 1 India Due to the partion ol India on the backeround ol rehizious ditlerenices.

the mentahny of Hindus as Hindusian just hike Pakisian was formed tor Mushms from the s
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dissatsfaction  between  the classes and  the  democranic mstiunons, but the people’s
representatiy 25 these mstiiulions

Corruption 15 becomung the next bigges: ssue n Indid’s polineal sysiemy The whole
political system has been exposed to this. In response to this. attempts have been made m the
mterim (o control corruption through RT1 and other measures, bulit s notelear how suecessiul ol
s been

fndia is the largest democracy in the world. Elections are always held m India Although
the Election Commission of India has been conducting elections more efliciently Tor the last 70
viears, Howeser, electoral reforms are crucial. Electoral Vielence and the Use af Money
Challenges  for fair elections. So basic electoral reforms are needed. All polincal parties are
expected 10 act more responsibly in order to maintain the respect of the Election Comnussion
and other constitutional bodies tn the socienx
C'onclusion

The role of constitution and demecratic insttutions has been vorv mmporant i
mceuleatng democratjc gosernance in India. but the continued devaluaton of these isutotions s
not i the mterest of democracy in the future. The constituion maker Babasaheb Ambadkar had
made it clear that the Constitution is not geod or bad. Which direction vou go is more
important than this. The possibility of the censtitutional value of the masses is also
important because neutrality between good and evil is essentially bad.
References

| Ferdration versus Freedom - Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
2 Consttwion of India- Dr B. R Ambeadkar

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar life and Mission - Dhanjav Keer
4 Wedhe people-Nana Palkhiwala

Our Parliament- Subhash Kashyap

(% scanned with OKEN Scanner



